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in that the strength of his judgment is evinced. The distinction
of castes may be regarded as the cement of the polytheism and
the other errors prevalent in India : let that distinction dis-
appear, and all the Hindoo superstitions will crumble beneath
the touch of human reason. It is the division into castes,
carried to a frightful excess, which consolidates the Hindoo
system, by incorporating it with the daily habits of domestic
life. In fact, European institutions themselves are not alto-
gether exempt from the influence of this vicious principle :
legitimacy, taken as an absolute rule ; hereditary nobility and
the privileges of the first-born, are the same thing; or
rather, are remnants of it, which cannot without difficulty be
destroyed.

"RAMMOHtnsr Roy, adapting his measures to the place and
the times in which he lives, as well as the sort of men he is
attempting to enlighten, does not oppose the institution of
castes by abstract reasonings ( for they would be useless ), but
by the authority of the Vedant, which he is careful not to bring
into disrepute, and of which he professes to be but the commen-
tator, The discretion which regulates his conduct prevents
any action revolting to the prejudices of his fellow-sectaries,
or capable of affording an excuse for his exclusion He ha.s,
nevertheless, risen above many littlenesses : he scruples not to
seat him self with an European who is eating ; sometimes he
even invites Europeans to his house, and treats them according
to their own taste. Far, however, from wishing to lose his
Brahminical dignity, it is upon that he founds his enterprise ;
asserting that it is his duty, as a Brahmin, to instruct his
countrymen in the sense and in the real commands of their
ttacred books. His efforts are directed towards the destruction
of that prejudice which prevents the different castes from
eating together. He considers that this amelioration is the
most essential ; and will affect every other, even the political,
amelioration of his country - and this is an object to which
he is not indifferent. Every six months he publishes a little
tract, in Bengalee and in English, developing his system of